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noting that "approximately 98% of all
ingredients ... are approved as food addi-
tives by the FDA or have been given the
GRAS status, adding that "many of the
ingredients are identical or essentially simi-
lar in composition to natural leaf tobacco
components." The remaining 2% of the
list, however, leaves approximately 80
ingredients which have not been approved.
The report said the 28 ingredients present
at the highest levels in cigarettes occur at
levels ranging from 0.05% to 9.28% by
weight, the latter being sugars. The
remaining ingredients occur at levels below
500 ppm, and over one-third occur at lev-
els below 1 ppm. The industry's report
states, "Based upon analyses ofall the toxi-
cological data reviewed by the authors, it
was concluded that there was no evidence
that any ingredient added to cigarette
tobacco produces harmful effects under the
conditions ofuse in cigarettes."
"Congress has always asked us, 'Can't
you do an analysis' to find out what the
health effects are ofthese additives in ciga-
rettes? That's not something we can do
because toxicology requires more informa-
tion as to quantity and combination. And
our answer has always been the same: with-
out brand and quantity, we are so severely
limited we can't do anything," Chang says.
"Even when we looked at toxicology stud-
ies ofchemical X and chemical Y. through
a literature search, it's in a vacuum. Ifyou
don't tell us how much you're being ex-
posed to, we can't easily relate it to a
health hazard. What you have is a general
characteristic about a chemical. It's a maze,
and you've hit another dead end."
World Wildlife Funds for
Russia and Asia
In pursuit of protecting biodiversity, the
World Wildlife Fund announced two pro-
jects this spring that will aid Russia and
Southeast Asia in environmental conserva-
tion. The organization has launched global
campaigns to raise money for the projects.
The WWF says Russia has been one of
the last places on earth to conserve true
wilderness. Since the collapse of commu-
nism, however, Russia's conservation pro-
gram has been neglected. Due to the eco-
nomic problems of the country, conserva-
tion efforts have been bankrupted.
According to the WWF, these economic
changes have resulted in activities such as
uncontrolled logging in the eastern region,
unchecked air, land, and water pollution,
widespread poaching, and attempts to
destroy at least six strict nature reserves.
Therefore, the WWF has outlined a
plan to rebuild conservation programs.
This past January, the WWF released a
report entitled, "Conserving Russia's
Biological Diversity," that divides Russia
into 14 ecological regions and identifies
their biological value, the threats they face,
and opportunities for their conservation.
The plans include a program to build on
Russia's system of strict nature preserves
called zapovedniks. Ofthe zapovedniks, 17
exceed 2000 square miles; the largest is
15,000 square miles. Russia is one of the
few countries able to conserve large, intact
ecosystems such as these areas. The WWF
plans also include protecting animals such
as Siberian tigers, Amur leopards, Siberian
cranes, golden eagles, Baikal seals, and
saiga antelope. The organization also plans
to promote environmental awareness in
Russia and introduce community-based
approaches to conservation, such as eco-
tourism.
Investing in conservation ofRussia will
be a good value, the WWF says, because of
the inflated value ofthe U.S. dollar against
the fallen ruble. "When looking at the
incredible amount ofland that can be con-
served, the myriad of species that exist on
that land, and how relatively little it would
cost to protect it all, Russia is the best con-
servation bargain on the map today," said
Eric Dinerstein, WWF director of con-
servation science. "The United States has
pledged $400 million to assist Russia's
space program over four years. For less
than a twentieth ofthat, we can safeguard
some ofthe earth's last true wilderness."
The WWF estimates that $17 million
is needed to fund the project. An appeal
has been launched to the World Bank, the
U.S. government, several European gov-
ernments, and private groups to raise the
funds. The WWF has designated
$500,000 of its own funds for the project,
to begin next year.
Southeast Asia is also an area of envi-
ronmental concern to the WWF. Den-
mark has signed a two-year agreement with
the WWF to contribute $75 million to
help fund environmental conservation pro-
jects in Thailand, Malaysia, Laos,
Vietnam, and Cambodia. The WWF
international branches will work with the
WWF Denmark and the Danish Envir-
onment Ministry to choose projects.
Denmark is the first country to sign
such an agreement with the WWF.'
According to the WWF, Denmark is one
ofthe few rich nations which has respond-
ed to the call for funds for less prosperous
countries. The money is part of Danish
funds for global environment and disaster
assistance, which will reach 0.5% of
Denmark's gross national product by the
year 2000.
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